294          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
It has been said that the Go-Gakko is a school taught in
English.    There ate some hundred children aad a fe*
Japanese graduates who remain on to perfect themselves i&
the English language.    The plan of studies for the Society
of the Sacred Heart is followed with slight modifications
one of which is the substitution of certificates for prises
as these are more acceptable to the Japanese principle of
learning for learning's sake.1   Religion is regularly taught
in the Go-Gakko, and thus many a Japanese pagan sits side
by side with Christian children from England or France and
learns to know the truth about the religion of Jesus Christ.
In the Yochi-en one finds oneself in a Japanese kinder-
garten, a happy place if, as it has been said:  " Japan has
the name of being the land of happy children."2   Japan is
certainly the land of happy baby faces and smiling eyes, the
land of gentle manners which radiate a happiness all their
own, the land of gorgeous colourful raiment, the land whete
they keep a Feast of Dolls!    So while the Yocbi-en may be
said to be run on European lines, nevertheless, being a.
thoroughly Japanese school, it has its own characteristic
spirit.   Here little children under six years of age are pre-
pared to enter the Sho-Gakko or primary schools whose
curriculum covering six years of school life is minutely
mapped out by the Ministry of Education.   In the kinder-
garten the teachers enjoy comparative freedom, so there is
a daily English lesson, and, what is of more importance
for those who wish to attend it, a religious lesson inculcat-
ing the love of prayer and of self-conquest, the fear of God,
and the horror of sin.   One of the nuns is in charge of the
Yochi-eny and she and her Japanese teachers gravely award
1  Every school is expected to give a graduation certificate at the end of its course,
i. Kindergarten.   2. Primary School.   3. Secondary School.   4. Normal School
j. Language School, or Go-Gakko.   6. Sensbttka or Special Finishing Course.
2  Article by Reverend Mother Stuart cited above.